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“If ye abIde in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you” (John 15:7, KJV). The 
secret of prayer is found in these 
words of our Lord. Here is prayer 
that has unbounded power: “Ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.”

Christ gives two conditions 
of this all-prevailing prayer. The 
first is: “If ye abide in Me.”

What is it to abide in Christ? 
He had been comparing Him-
self to a vine, His disciples to 
the branches in the vine. Some 
branches continued in the vine, 
that is, remained in living union 
with the vine, so that the sap or 
life of the vine constantly flowed 

into these branches. Everything 
in them was simply the outcome 
of the life of the vine flowing 
into them. 

To abide in Christ is to re-
nounce any independent life of 
our own, to give up trying to think 
our thoughts, or form our resolu-
tions, or cultivate our feelings, 
and simply and constantly look 
to Christ to think His thoughts 
in us, to form His purposes in 
us, to feel His emotions and af-
fections in us. It is to renounce 
all life independent of Christ, and 
constantly to look to Him for the 
inflow of His life into us, and the 
outworking of His life through us. 
When we do this, and in so far as 
we do this, our prayers will obtain 

that which we seek from God.
There is another condition 

stated in this verse, though it is 
really involved in the first: “And 
My words abide in you.”

If we are to obtain from God 
all that we ask from Him, Christ’s 
words must abide or continue in 
us. We must study His words, de-
vour His words, let them sink into 
our thought and into our heart, 
keep them in our memory, obey 
them constantly in our life, let 
them shape and mold our daily 
life and our every act.

It is through His words that 
Jesus imparts Himself to us. 
The words He speaks unto us, 
they are spirit and they are life 
(John 6:63). It is vain to expect 
power in prayer unless we medi-
tate much upon the words of 
Christ, and let them sink deep 
and find a permanent abode in 
our hearts. 

It is not by seasons of mys-
tical meditation and rapturous 
experiences that we learn to abide 
in Christ; it is by feeding upon 
His Word, His written Word as 
found in the Bible, and looking to 
the Holy Spirit to implant these 
words in our hearts and to make 
them a living thing in our hearts. 
If we thus let the words of Christ 
abide in us, they will stir us up 
to prayer. They will be the mold 
in which our prayers are shaped, 
and our prayers will be necessar-
ily along the line of God’s will, 
and will prevail with Him. Pre-
vailing prayer is an impossibility 
where there is neglect of the study 
of the Word of God.

If we would feed the fire of 
our prayers with the fuel of God’s 
Word, all our difficulties in prayer 
would disappear. D
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Abide in Christ
 To cultivate a vital prayer life, Christ 

calls us to renounce our independence 
and cast ourselves fully upon Him.
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