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SOME TIME AGO I talked to 29 mission-
ary candidates. They were graduates 
of universities or Bible schools or 
seminaries. As a member of the board, 
I interviewed each one over a period 
of fi ve days, giving each candidate 
from half an hour to an hour.

Among the questions I asked were 
two that are very important. The fi rst 
one had to do with their devotional 
life. “How is your devotional life?” 
I asked them. “How is the time you 
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spend with the Lord? Do you feel that 
your devotional life is what the Lord 
would have it to be?”

Out of this particular group of 29, 
only one person said, “I believe my 
devotional life is what it ought to be.” 
To the others my question then was, 
“Why is your devotional life not what 
it should be?”

“Well, you see, I am here at this 
summer institute,” was a common re-
ply. “We have a concentrated course. 

We do a year’s work in only 10 weeks. 
We are so busy.”

I said, “All right. Let’s back up to 
when you were in college. Did you 
have victory in your devotional life 
then?” 

“Well, not exactly.”
The other question I asked them 

was: “You are going out to the foreign 
fi eld. You hope to be used by the Lord 
in winning men and women to Christ. 
Is that right?”

“Yes.”
“You want them to go on and live 

the victorious life, don’t you? You 
don’t want them just to make a deci-
sion and then go back into the world, 
do you? Then may I ask you some-
thing more? How many persons do 
you know by name today who were 
won to Christ by you and are living 
for Him?”

The majority had to admit that 
they were ready to cross an ocean and 
learn a foreign language, but they had 
not won their fi rst soul who was going 
on with Jesus Christ. A number of 
them said that they got many people 
to go to church; others said they had 
persuaded some to go forward when 
the invitation was given.

I asked, “Are they living for 
Christ now?”

Their eyes dropped. I then con-
tinued, “How do you expect that by 
crossing an ocean and speaking in a 
foreign language with people who 
are suspicious of you, whose way 
of life is unfamiliar, you will be able 
to do there what you have not yet 
done here?”

We traced back and found that 
never since they came to know the 
Savior had they had a period of vic-
tory in their devotional lives. That 
was one of the reasons for their steril-
ity—lack of communion with Christ.

These questions do not apply to 
missionaries and prospective mission-
aries only. They apply to all of God’s 
people. Every one of His children 
ought to be a reproducer. D
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Dawson Trotman, founder of The Navigators, was 
instrumental in developing the follow-up materials 
and procedures that BGEA still uses today with those 
who make decisions for Christ. In 1955, Trotman gave 
a message, later published as a booklet titled Born to 
Reproduce, that has blessed thousands over the past 59 
years. Here is an excerpt from that message:
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